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SUBJECT: BOURGUIBA- BOUMEDIENNE MEETING? 

1. WE HAVE HEARD SEVERAL REPORTS THAT PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA 
WILL MEET ALGERIAN PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENNE WITHIN NEXT FEW 
DAYS IN WESTERN TUNISIAN CITY OF LE KEF. PARIS DAILY LE 
MONDE REPORTS IN ITS MAY 6-7 ISSUE ( IN CONNECTION REPORTING 
ON EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW GIVEN TO LE MONDE BY FONMIN MASMOUDI) 
THAT BOURGUIBA- BOUMEDIENNE MEETING IS PROJECTED. 

2. WE HAVE ALSO RECEIVED RELIABLE REPORTS THAT HABIB CHATTI, 
BOURGUIBA' S CABINET DIRECTOR. VISITED ALGIERS FOR SEVERAL 
DAYS LAST WEEK, PRESUMABLY TO SET UP THIS MEETING. 

3. DURING SPEECH BEFORE MEMBERS OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MORNING 
MAY 7. BOURGUIBA ANNOUNCED THAT HE WOULD IN FACT VISIT 

LE KEF BEGINNING MAY 8. HE DID NOT, HOWEVER, MENTION 
PUBLICLY ANY PLAN TO MEET WITH BOUMEDIENNE, WHICH RAISES 
SOME DOUBTS AS TO WHETHER MEETING WILL DEFINITELY OCCUR: 

( NOR DID CHATTI MENTION MATTER DURING MY CONVERSATION WITH HIM 
MAY 5.) 
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4. WE HAVE NO CLEAR INDICATION OF PURPOSE OF MEETING, BUT 
IT SEEMS LIKELY BOURGUIBA WOULD WISH DISCUSS RECENT EVENTS 
IN LEBANON AND ALSO DEVELOPMENTS IN LIBYA. 

SEELYE 
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